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product liability reform, NATO expan-
sion, the Human Cloning Prohibition 
Act, funding for the Treasury Depart-
ment—all in the effort to use that le-
verage. 

Last year, of course, we had the ob-
struction of the Social Security 
lockbox—six times. We would go back 
to the same six times to make an issue 
out of it. Ed-Flex, the idea of giving 
more flexibility to education and let-
ting people on the ground, in the 
States and on the school boards, have 
more determination as to what was 
done there, and bankruptcy reform— 
still in limbo. 

We had delay in such critical issues 
as the elementary-secondary education 
bill. That is something that ought to 
be moved. Marriage penalty tax relief— 
it took a very long time. You can make 
decisions on things, but to try to 
change it by avoiding moving forward 
is a very destructive kind of operation. 
That is where we find ourselves right 
now, unfortunately. 

The Ed-Flex bill, as I said, had to 
have five votes before we could break 
that. The lockbox legislation to pro-
tect Social Security, we went over and 
over that. 

Much of it is the idea somehow if we 
can put everything off until after the 
first of the year, there will perhaps be 
another opportunity to do something 
different. 

I think it is time for us to adjourn. I 
yield the floor. 

Mr. DORGAN. Parliamentary in-
quiry, Mr. President? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator will state it. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I am 
wondering, the Senate reconvenes at 2 
o’clock by previous order today, is that 
correct? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At the 
hour of 2:15. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I shall 
not ask to extend morning business. 
But I ask consent I be recognized at 
2:15 for 20 minutes of morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will 
stand in recess until the hour of 2:15 
p.m. 

Thereupon, at 12:31 p.m., the Senate 
recessed until 2:15 p.m.; whereupon, the 
Senate reassembled when called to 
order by the Presiding Officer (Mr. 
BROWNBACK). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my 
capacity as a Senator from the State of 
Kansas, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period for morning business until 
the hour of 3 p.m., with the time equal-
ly divided in the usual form. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, by pre-
vious order, I am recognized for the 
next 20 minutes. The Senator from 
Idaho wishes to deal with the 20 min-
utes following that; is that correct? 

Mr. CRAIG. Yes. The Senator from 
Idaho asks unanimous consent that the 
unanimous consent request he just 
made become active immediately fol-
lowing the time of the Senator from 
North Dakota. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Under the previous order, the Sen-
ator from North Dakota has the next 20 
minutes. The Senator from North Da-
kota is recognized. 

f 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS ON 
SENATE AGENDA 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I was 
listening to some of the discussion this 
morning before the Senate broke for 
the party lunches. I was especially in-
terested in a couple of presentations 
about the progress some think the Sen-
ate has made in this Congress, and 
about why they believe the Senate is 
not making progress today or this 
week. 

It reminds me of the story of the fly 
that landed on the nose of an ox. The 
ox, with the fly on its nose, went out 
for the entire day and plowed in the 
field. They came back to the village at 
night, and the villagers began applaud-
ing. The fly, still on the nose of the ox, 
took a deep bow and said to the vil-
lagers: We’ve been plowing. 

That is sort of what I heard this 
morning—we’ve been plowing—when, 
in fact, this Senate, as all of us know, 
has not done the work we should have 
been doing for the American people. 

I thought it would be interesting to 
describe what the agenda should have 
been and what we have done. 

I will talk about some of the issues 
with which most Americans believe the 
Congress should be dealing: Common 
sense gun safety. For those who might 
be listening, I’m not talking about gun 
control; this is not in any way going to 
abridge people’s Second Amendment 
right to own guns. This legislation 
will, however, close a loophole in the 
law that allows people to purchase 
guns at gun shows without having to 
get an instant check. 

If you buy a gun in this country in a 
gun store, you must have your name 
run through an instant check system 

to find out whether you are a felon. 
That makes good sense. We should not 
sell guns to felons. The instant check 
system helps identify if someone trying 
to buy a gun at a gun store has been 
previously convicted of a felony and 
therefore should not be sold a weapon. 

But guess what? Go to a gun show on 
a Saturday somewhere and you can buy 
a gun without an instant check being 
done. This does not make any sense. 
We want to close that loophole. We do 
not want to be selling guns at a gun 
show to a convicted felon. Yet we can-
not get this common sense piece of leg-
islation enacted in this Congress be-
cause it is considered radical or ex-
treme by some. It is a very simple 
proposition: Close the gun show loop-
hole to prevent felons from buying 
guns. We should get that done. 

Or what about the Patients’ Bill of 
Rights? Every day 14,000 patients are 
denied needed medicines; 10,000 are de-
nied needed tests and procedures in 
this country. But we cannot pass a de-
cent Patients’ Bill of Rights because, 
in this Congress, we have people who 
stand with the big insurance companies 
rather than standing with patients. 

I know it is inconvenient to some to 
hear about specific patients who have 
been denied needed care by their HMOs. 
I have talked about these patients at 
great length in the past because these 
folks are what the Patients’ Bill of 
Rights is all about. It is about the 
woman who fell off a 40-foot cliff while 
she was hiking in the Shenandoah 
Mountains. She fell 40 feet, broke sev-
eral bones and was hauled unconscious 
into a hospital emergency room on a 
gurney. After surviving her life-threat-
ening injuries, she was told by her 
managed care organization that it 
would not cover her medical care in the 
emergency room because she didn’t 
have prior approval to go to the emer-
gency room. This is a woman who was 
hauled into the emergency room un-
conscious. That is the sort of thing 
people are confronting these days. 

Senator REID and I had a hearing in 
Nevada on this subject. At that hear-
ing, a woman stood up and talked 
about her son. Her son is dead now. He 
died last October at 16 years of age. He 
was battling cancer and needed a spe-
cial kind of chemotherapy to give him 
a chance to save his life. Unfortu-
nately, his insurance company denied 
him this care. He not only had to bat-
tle cancer, but he also had to battle the 
insurance company that wouldn’t cover 
the care he needed. His mother held up 
a very large picture of her son at the 
hearing and, with tears in her eyes, she 
cried as she told us: As my son lay 
dying, he looked up at me and said, 
Mom, I just don’t understand how they 
could do this to a kid. 

Kids who are battling cancer ought 
not have to battle the insurance com-
panies or HMOs. Yet that is what is 
happening too often in this country. 
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